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EXPERT GROUP ON REFUGEE AND IDP STATISTICS

The United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC), at its 47th session in 2016, decided to establish an international
Expert Group on Refugee and Internally Displaced Persons Statistics (EGRIS). The group consists of participants from
national authorities, regional and international organizations and other technical experts. Since its establishment, EGRIS
has produced a set of International Recommendations on Refugee and IDP Statistics, which have been endorsed by the
UN Statistical Commission. Following these achievements, the group is currently developing its third phase of work,
which focuses on the implementation of the recommendations.

UPCOMING EVENTS
1st Dec - Stakeholder
Meeting on Refugee
Resettlement in the United
States
2nd Dec - Online Training
with African NSOs
8th Dec - UN-ESCAP Stats
Café: Statistics on
displacement
18th Dec - International
Recommendations and IDP
Statistics in Ukraine
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EGRIS THIRD PHASE OF WORK
NEW STEERING COMMITTEE

In September 2020, new members have
joined the EGRIS Steering Committee. It
followed a transparent and inclusive
process of restructuring, in which EGRIS
members were able to express their
interest in joining the Steering
Committee through a letter of interest.
After a thorough review, seven new
members were invited to join the SC:
Colombia, Kurdistan Region of Iraq,
Ukraine, IDMC, IOM, JDC, and UNESCWA. These members have joined
previous SC members: Norway, Eurostat,
JIPS, UNHCR, UNSD and World Bank.
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manager and editor)
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INCLUSION STATELESSNESS
STATISTICS WORK
The Expert Group on Statelessness Statistics (EGSS)

Until the finalization of the recommendations, the group will
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offices and line ministries, as well as UNHCR, the
United Nations Population Fund and UN regional
commissions participated in this meeting. The group

EGRIS STRUCTURE WITH THE INCLUSION OF THE WORK ON
STATELESSNESS STATISTICS

developed an ambitious work plan to deliver the
recommendations on statistics on statelessness by the
end of 2021. The ultimate objective is to submit the
International Recommendations to the United Nations
Statistical Commission for its adoption in March 2022.
During the 51st UN Statistical Commission, UNHCR
presented the work and received strong support from
several Member States. Since then, the work of the
Expert Group has made great progress, being modeled
on the work and methodology of EGRIS.
A first draft of the International Recommendations on
Statelessness Statistics has been already developed with
the following overarching chapter structure: 1)
Introduction; 2) Legal background and context; 3)
Statistical definitions and processes; 4) Assessment of
data sources: 4b) Census; 4)c Sample Surveys; 4d)
Administrative Data; 5) Measurement of socio-

“Frequently stateless persons are not only
undocumented but also ignored by the authorities
and uncounted in national administrative
registries and databases. Most often they go
uncounted in population censuses."

demographic characteristics of stateless populations and

AFRICAN UNION WORKING DOCUMENT

SDG Indicators; 6): Coordination of statistics at national
and international levels; 7) Conclusion.
In November, a virtual Chapter leads meeting was
organized to identify and address existing gaps in the
draft of the recommendations.

For more information,
please contact:
Aina Helen Saetre - saetre@unhcr.org
Carolina Ferrari - ferraric@unhcr.org
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