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l. BACKGROUND

At the 47" session of the UN Statistical Commission in March 2016, Statistics
Norway, Eurostat, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT) and the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) presented a joint report
on international challenges associated with the production of statistics on refugees. The
report acknowledged the urgent need to build better and more efficient systems for statistics
on refugees and asylum seekers against a backdrop of a growing numbers of displaced
persons.

In 2016, the UN Statistical Commission endorsed the proposal to establish an international
Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics (EGRIS) mandated to develop a set of international
recommendations on refugee and internally displaced persons (IDPs) statistics.! Subsequently
the group has successfully completed three phases of work, including an expansion into
statelessness statistics in 2021 and the revision of its name to the Expert Group on Refugee,
IDP and Statelessness Statistics (EGRISS).?

As part of the first phase of its work, the Expert Group submitted two documents to the UN
Statistical Commission, which were endorsed at its 49" session in 2018: The International
Recommendations on Refugee Statistics (IRRS) and the Technical Report on Statistics of
Internally Displaced Persons.® Subsequently, the expert group submitted the International
Recommendations on IDP Statistics (IRIS) - endorsed at the 51 session of the UNSC in March
2020 % - and a Compilers’ Manual. In 2023, the International Recommendations on

! Statistical Commission Report on the forty-seventh session (8-11 March 2016), decision 47/111.

2 See: About - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)

3 Statistical Commission Report on the forty-ninth session (6—9 March 2018), decision 49/115. IRRS
available here in English, French, Spanish and Russian: International Recommendations on Refugee
Statistics (IRRS) - EGRISS (egrisstats.org).

4 Statistical Commission Report on the fifty-first session (3—6 March 2020), decision 51/116. IRIS
available here in Arabic, English, French, Spanish and Russian: International Recommendations on IDP
Statistics (IRIS) - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)




‘ EGRIS EXPERT GROUP ON REFUGEE, IDP

AND STATELESSNESS STATISTICS

Statelessness Statistics (IROSS) were submitted by the group and endorsed by the UNSC at
its 54" session.’

The scope of EGRISS’ third mandate (2020-2025) also concerned the implementation of the
statistical recommendations through the collaborative efforts of its members. This work
included initiatives to strengthen national statistical capacity, enhance accessibility and
promote the use of the recommendations, provide technical support and monitor the
application of the Recommendations by countries and other stakeholders. New
complementary resources and products were made available including an online training
course (E-learning on “Introduction to the International Recommendations on Refugee, IDP
and Statelessness Statistics”), official translations of the IRRS and IRIS, a collection of country
case studies, a methodological paper series and a systematic monitoring system (the Global
Annual Inclusion Survey).® The Expert Group’s efforts have enabled the collection of best
practices, knowledge dissemination, peer-to-peer learning and exchange as well as the
identification of areas of the Recommendations that require further work and development.
Key achievements and results are summarized in the Expert Group’s series of Annual Reports.”

The TOR for EGRISS’ fourth phase of work, as outlined below, builds on both the achievements
and lessons learnt from the previous three phases, including challenges identified by national
partners working to implement the IRRS, IRIS and IROSS. Consultations with EGRISS members
during the 2022 and 2025 All Members’ Meetings and guidance from EGRISS’ Steering
Committee have fed into the revision of the TOR. In addition, a member-wide review was
conducted on the draft TORs. In terms of scope and objectives, there is significant continuity
although several clarifications have been made. Additional emphasis has been placed on the
collaborative mechanisms for joint work and the added value of regional engagement under
‘ways of working’. Concerning timeframe, and in line with UN Statistical Commission
guidance, the TOR aligns with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development when stocking-
taking on progress will be undertaken. Recognizing potential limitations in terms of resource
availability, priorities will be collectively assessed with guidance from the Steering Committee
and UN Statistical Commission as necessary.

1. OBJECTIVES

The Expert Group has as its main objective to improve national and international refugee,
internally displaced persons and statelessness statistics through the development and
implementation of international recommendations on how to produce, compile
and disseminate statistics on these populations. Following the official endorsement of the
recommendations on refugee, IDP and statelessness statistics, the publication of the
Compilers’ Manual, and building on achievements and lessons learnt during the previous
mandates, EGRISS aims to:

> Statistical Commission Report on the fifty-fourth session (28 February — 3 March 2023), decision

54/121.

6 See various resources and products here: EGRISS Home - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)
7 See EGRISS Annual Reports here: Resources - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)
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1) Advocacy and Dissemination

Enable improved quality and availability of statistics on refugees, IDPs and stateless
persons by disseminating and promoting the IRRS, IRIS and IROSS along with the
associated Compilers’ Manual, E-learning course and other related resources. This
also encompasses efforts to align related statistical recommendations, guidelines and
handbooks accordingly.

Advocate for the importance of harmonized statistical frameworks on refugees, IDPs,
and stateless persons to support better informed decision making and response -
among national, regional and international actors —and to enable improved reporting
on the Global Compact on Refugees and SDG progress related to forcibly displaced
and stateless persons. This includes the production of disaggregated and comparable
data, encouraging the use of all traditional and non-traditional data sources, including
population and housing censuses, household surveys, civil registration and vital
statistics (CRVS) systems, administrative registers, and integrated data systems.

2) Capacity strengthening, guidance and technical support

Strengthen capacity of national statistical systems, national statistical offices, relevant
regional institutions and international organizations/UN agencies and facilitate
technical support as needed to enable wider implementation of the IRRS, IRIS and
IROSS at national level. This includes contributions through training initiatives,
technical support and regional engagement (prioritizing previously less-engaged
regions), in addition to efforts aimed at improving the capacity of institutions to
deliver direct technical assistance.

Ensure available guidance and tools remain relevant, up to date and effective in
supporting implementation of the IRRS, IRIS and IROSS. This includes periodic
revisions or updates of EGRISS’ existing resources such as the Compilers’ Manual and
E-learning, as well as development of further complementary resources.

Conduct methodological research to address remaining gaps and recurring challenges
identified by national, regional and international partners working to implement the
IRRS, IRIS and IROSS, ensuring outputs focus on enhancing practical application.

3) Maintaining collaborative platform, monitoring implementation and learning

Provide a platform, building on the established community of practice, to enable
improved coordination, collaboration, peer-exchange and learning with and between
key stakeholders including national, regional and international entities to enhance
knowledge dissemination, improve capacity and identify best practices to accelerate
implementation of the IRIS, the IRRS and the IROSS. Regionally, this would require
building on existing coordination mechanisms as appropriate.

Monitor, regularly evaluate and capture lessons learned from implementation
processes in refugee, IDP and stateless contexts to contribute to collective learning
around their use and impact, improve available guidance and inform the
update/revision of the IRRS, IRIS and IROSS. This includes management of the Global
Annual Inclusion (GAIN) Survey and the development of case studies.
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4) Update the International Recommendations

Revise the endorsed Recommendations, building on consolidated learning, taking
note of implementation progress and prioritizing identified methodological gaps, such
as measuring exits from the IDP stock and operationalizing statistical frameworks. Any
revision process will follow a transparent and consultative approach followed by
formal reporting to the UN Statistical Commission.

WAYS OF WORKING

The Expert Group will capitalise on different ways of working, remaining flexible given the

need to economise on resource requirements. As a member-driven group, all activities are

pursued by members with support from a Secretariat. Working modalities include:

V.

Maintain an active Steering Committee for technical and strategic guidance and to
facilitate collective prioritization of activities as required;

Establish thematic Technical Subgroups and Task Teams when necessary to facilitate
collaborative efforts of members organised around workplans and deliverables;
Convene meetings (in person and virtual) when needed, including regular All
Members Meetings, taking care to organise them in the side-lines of existing
international and regional conferences when feasible;

Facilitate and encourage participation from developing countries and countries in
transition in relevant events, workstreams and processes;

Engage and coordinate with other relevant platforms, such as the Expert Group on
Migration Statistics, to enhance alignment and maximize impact of related efforts;
Engage and coordinate with national, regional and international partners in
determining priorities going forward, build on synergies, existing coordination
mechanisms and shared resources.

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES

The main outputs and outcomes of EGRISS’ fourth phase will be:

Increased awareness of the Recommendations and the added value of including
forced displacement and statelessness in the production of national statistics;
Improved and accessible technical guidance to facilitate implementation of the
Recommendations with a view to enhancing alignment and synergies with other
related frameworks and guidance;

Strengthened capacity among members of the group and more widely concerning
official statistics on forcibly displaced and stateless persons at national, regional and
global levels, including through reinforced linkages with the development of
statistics on population and migration;

Improved coordination of efforts among the Expert Group members (and beyond as
relevant) to implement the Recommendations;
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e Updated International Recommendations on Refugee, IDP and Statelessness
Statistics, submitted to the UNSC for endorsement;

e Periodic reports on progress made summarising achievements of the group’s work
against stated objectives, including official reports to the UNSC for feedback,
guidance, and endorsement as relevant.

e Increased availability of official statistics on forcibly displaced and stateless persons.
This also includes increased availability of SDG indicators disaggregated by forced
displacement and statelessness status;

e Better informed policy and decision making in the area of forced displacement and
statelessness as a result of increased availability and use of data and statistics on
these population groups.

V. COMPOSITION

The Expert Group remains open and inclusive in its approach to membership, with
membership as of January 2026 including 62 countries and 40 regional and international
organisations.® The group welcomes collaboration with new, relevant partners including
national statistical offices, relevant line ministries, UN and international organisations,
development partners and donors, relevant civil society, academic or private institutions and
other experts. The individual participants are nominated as experts.

To complement the oversight of the UN Statistical Commission, EGRISS has established a
Steering Committee® which provides guidance to the group. The Steering Committee meets
every six weeks at technical level and annually at senior management level. Members include
country representatives, regional organizations and international partners with shared
interests across the EGRISS mandate.

The EGRISS’ work is facilitated by a Secretariat'® that acts a catalyst for change and works to
assist and coordinate both members and activities as/when needed.

VI. MONITORING

Mechanisms will be established or maintained to promote accountability in the
implementation of this TOR, including quantitative and qualitative measures, complemented
by regular annual reporting.

VII. TIMEFRAME
EGRISS will continue to work and report back to the Statistical Commission on progress made

concerning the scope of these TORs. For this fourth phase, a continuation of the Expert Group
until at least the end of 2030 is envisioned to ensure effective execution of the work.

8 See: Membership - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)
9 See: Governance - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)
10 See: EGRISS Secretariat - EGRISS (egrisstats.org)




